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Abstract

Parents are the key factors in the academic performance of students, and they also play leading roles
in the performance of schools’ management. Interference from parents in daily school activities is good,
but the trend has moved from positive interference to the negative, as complaints are mostly on
irrelevant issues. The purpose of the research is to identify the extent of parental interference in school
activities and investigate the extent of the influence of parental interference in a child's daily school
activities on effective management. A descriptive research design of survey type was used in this study.
The instrument used was questionnaire, one for parents and the other for teachers. The respondents
were 30 teachers and 21 parents. The findings of the study revealed that there is an average interference
from parents in school activities, and the extent of parental interference in a child's daily school
activities and effective management is very high. The study, based on the findings, therefore,
recommends that schools be regulatory on the access given to parents to interfere with school activities
and also be so proactive in their approach to managing complaints from parents.
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Introduction

Parents are the first agent of socialization of a child; the first lesson in the home is always that of
love, care and affection. Premised upon this, parents must support their children in their educational
achievement. Without support from the parents in the education of the child, achieving success
academically may not be an easy task. This emphasizes the importance of parents as vital stakeholders
in the business of their child’s education. They are to be involved; involvement refers to the
participation of parents in every sphere of a child’s education and development. Parents get involved
in school activities by attending Parents-Teachers Association (PTA) meetings, assisting their
children to do their homework, attending academic open days, cultural days, career days, Nation’s
independent ceremonies, children’s day and many other activities organized by the schools. It is also
an action, according to Anderson and Minke (2007), made by parents to offer their children various
educational opportunities—participation by parents in school activities, with an emphasis on their
children’s educational efforts.

Parental involvement includes a wide range of behaviours, but generally refers to parents' and family
members use and investment of resources in their children's schooling. These investments can take
place in or outside of school to improve children's learning. Parental involvement at home can
include activities such as discussions about school, helping with homework, and reading with
children. At times, parental contribution and involvement may either be positive or negative, it is
positive when they are involved, and it translates to good academic achievement, a positive school
climate, an increase in children’s attendance rate, satisfaction with school, improved behaviour,

motivation and self-esteem (Henderson & Mapp, 2002). It also affects teachers' satisfaction with their
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work (e.g., Chungkai & Chiahung, 2012) and leads to a reduction of stress and burnout (Houghton,
2001), while negative involvement is the opposite.

Why does parents' involvement yield negative or become so much that it constitutes a challenge to
the teachers and school management directly or indirectly? This form of involvement is no longer
known as involvement, but it is now known as parental interference. The idea of interference is
when parents get involved in almost every aspect of their child’s school activity. Parent interference,
according to Jeynes (2018), can also be known as a complaint. This means when the subject teacher
gives homework, parents come to compliant that the homework is too difficult for the chronological
age of the child or too many for a day’s task. When homework is not given at all, the school teacher
is considered too lazy, according to the parents.

Parents come to school to complain to the school head, who in turn has to summon the teacher and
give standing orders or new rules guiding homework. When a child is disciplined for misbehaving,
the parent comes back to complain that the punishment melted on the child is not appropriate.
Parents complain to the extent that when their child fails at the end of the session, they attribute the
poor performance to the activities of the teacher and the poor management of the school. This
attitude makes the school head always scold teachers whose students perform poorly in his/her
subject. Headteachers constantly shift the paradigm when parents complain about different issues
with their children.

On the part of the teachers, they want to maintain their economic status, and thus, either low their
performance in terms of quality of teaching or must time continue to repeat test questions and also
use test questions for examination so that slow learners can meet up with his /her mates. There was
an instance when a set of pupils in basic five were to write a qualifying examination into upper basic
seven of the same school. Out of eight pupils in the class, only five passed the examination at the
first conduct, while the other remaining pupils were given the examination again until they passed;
this was because the head teacher ordered that the pupils must pass so that their parents would
withdraw them from the school.

At times, parents come to school to complain about a particular teacher giving too many class notes.
Because anytime they are preparing for the test, they have to spend hours or days reading a particular
note. With this complaint, the school head often orders all the teachers to make sure that all class
notes should be made minimal. Parents complain practically at every step or activity of the school
which is because they are involved. However, the relationship between school parents may create
an undesirable situation of parental interference in the educational practice, which may be expressed
through disrespect and aggression towards the system, causing conflicts between the two parties
(Greenbaum & Fried, 2011). A major source of conflict between teachers and parents is the
interference of the latter in the professional considerations of the former resulting in teachers'
feelings that the interfering parents threaten their professional authority (Addi-Raccah & Grinshtain,
2017).

Parental interference in school may lead to severe behavioural problems at school and adversely
affects children's psychological adjustment (Grolnick et al., 2000). The extent of parents' interference
in daily school activities was observed in some schools, from resumption time even to closing time.
For instance, one faith-based private nursery and primary school in Kwara State witnessed a serious
parental inference concerning the closing time of the school on a Friday; the school set its closing
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time for 12:30 pm to allow parents to come to pick up their children for Friday Jumat service. This
decision was upturned by many parents with the complaint that the closing time is not convent for
them because they are still at work. The school management had to organise Jumu’at services for the
pupils in the school.

Educational management is centred on authority, freedom, orderliness and managerial dynamics,
and it always has an objective to achieve. Management and take the regulation of task execution of
task and monitoring of tasks by someone who occupies a position of authority—such activities in
school range from the arrival at the school to the final closing time in school. The involvement of
parents is to allow them to monitor the effectiveness of processes and activities in school to assist the
child in effective learning, and some feedbacks help the teachers to adjust the discharge of instruction
in class. Management activities include planning, organizing, coordinator leading and controlling.
Parent involvement practices in school management are one factor that has been linked most often
to the child's academic life in school (Hill & Craft, 2003). The actions of parents towards the
schooling of their children may therefore have a positive or negative relationship with the schools’

Statement of the Problem

Parents need to involve themselves in their child’s school activities and education for the
enhancement of good academic achievement. Parents are seen in schools almost every day with one
complaint or the other about their child, school or teachers. This regular influx of parents into
schools with complaints and the aftermaths of those complaints in the school necessitated the
purpose of this research. It is good that parents get involved in the Education of their child and in
the daily activities that they perform in school though it is good for the parents to get involved in
the child school daily activities to monitor their child's progress in school and track if there's any
aspect they need to put right on time, the rate of parent involvement in school lately is alarming
because parents now want to involve themselves with almost all the activities in the school ranging
from recruitment decision, days to give homework when to wear uniform/ design of the uniform,
opening time and closing time among another administrative task that should be a function of the
school administrators.

Many researchers have worked on parental involvement, but little has been done on the variable of
parent involvement and effective school management. Among such researchers are Kenneth Kibandi
(2014), the influence of parents’ participation in school management and academic performance in
secondary schools in Siakago division Nairobi. Able Ntekane (2018), parent involvement in
education. Rajni et al. (2007), involvement of parents in school-related activities. Based on the
following, the decision to fill the gap in Kwara state and the combination of variables of parental
involvement and effective school management fill the gaps left by previous researchers.

Purpose of the Study

The study investigated parental interference in a child’s school activities as a threat to effective school
management. Specifically, the study:

a. examined the extent of parental interference in a child’s daily school activities.
b. Examined the extent to which parental interference in a child’s daily school activities determined
effective school management.
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Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study.

a. To what extent do parents interfere with their child’s daily school activities?
b. To what extent has parental interference in a child’s daily school activities on effective school

management?
Methodology

This research was descriptive survey research designed on parental interferences in a child’s daily
school activities as a threat to effective school management. The population for this research consists
of all teachers and parents in Ilorin South's local government area of Kwara state. The sample for
the research was teachers from selected private schools in Tanke based on convenience sampling
techniques. The researcher sampled 30 teachers and 21 parents who were randomly selected across
schools within Ilorin South Local Government.

Fifteen items 3 Likert-scale researchers’ designed questionnaire was used to elicit the needed data for
the study. The questionnaire was of two forms, the first to elicit information from the teachers and
the other to elicit information from the parents, with psychometrics properties of contents validity
and a reliability index of 0.71 after a spit-half method was employed. Descriptive statistics were used
to answer the research questions.

Results
The findings of this study were presented as follows

Research Question One: To what extent do parents interfere with their child’s daily school

activities?

Table 1: level of Parental interference

Level of Interference Freq %
15-11 High 9 18
10-6 Average 30 60
6-1 low 11 22

The extent to which parents interfere with a child's daily school activities was the summation of the
total responses from the respondent is done on each respondent, and the expected total is 33 as we
have 3 scales of responses ranging from Always, Never and Rarely. The score per individual is further
subjected to the ranking of 15-11 as high interference, 10-6 as average interference and 5-1 as low
interference. From the classification above, it is found that parental interference in a child's daily
school activities is, on average, as 30 respondents fall under this category.

Research Question Two: To what extent has parental interference in a child’s daily school activities
on effective school management?

Table 2: Effects of Parental interference on school administration

Level of Interference Freq %
15-11 High 33 66
10-6 Average 11 22
6-1 low 6 12
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Table two is the summation of the total responses from the respondent done by one each respondent,
and the expected total is 15 as we have 3 scales of responses ranging from Always, Never and Rarely.
The score per individual is further subjected to the ranking of 15-11 as high interference,10-6 as
average interference and 5-1 as low interference. From the classification above, it is found that
parental interference in school's daily activities affecting schools' decision-making is high, as 35
respondents fall under this category.

Discussion

For every child to perform academically well, there has to be joint role performance by both the
school and the parent to ensure that students are well-monitored at home and in school. This has
been the researcher's quest, but it's quite disheartening this day as what is supposed to be to the
benefit of the school and students now seems to be a bane to the development of the school and the
excellent performance of students in school. Parents' interference in schools over the years has been
to help the schools improve on some administrative policies, which in turn help the school grow,
but this day, parents complain about almost everything happening in school, ranging from relevant
complaints to seemingly irrelevant complaints. This research, therefore, analysed the results obtained
from respondents on parental interference in schools as a threat to effective management. The
following were the findings of the study:

The findings of the study revealed that the extent of parental interference in schools is on average. It
was observed by respondents that the extent of parental interference in schools these days rather
than helping the school is serving as a threat to the development of the school as complaints are too
many for schools to handle most time, and in a bid to attend to all complains the school eventually
tend towards focusing on the less important complains which lessen the standard and reputation that
has been built by the school over the years.

In another finding of this study, the extent of parental interference in school's daily activities has
influenced effective school management as respondents agreed that parental interference in a child's
school daily is often impairing the performance of the school, especially with incessant complaints
from parents to the school almost daily. These complaints not well managed by the school's
administrative professionals have been the factor militating against schools' effective management.
Some cases have been reported by schools that accept complaints from parents regularly, and some
even lament ever having parents' teachers' associations as they are becoming platforms for
complaints rather than helping the school.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of the study, it is therefore concluded that: the extent of parental involvement
in school activities is on average. Also, the extent of the influence of parental interference in a child's
daily school activities and effective school management is high.

Recommendations

The findings of this research were used for the recommendation of the following:

1. Parents should get involved in the activities of the school but should not interfere with the
activities of the school to affect the school's decision-making processes.

11.  Schools should not also see the involvement of parents in activities of the school as a threat to
their effectiveness but rather a means for advancing their educational standard.
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111. Educational authorities should incorporate something like an open day for schools when
parents come around to discuss the school or the student.
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