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Abstract

Nigeria has witnessed progressive degeneration due to the colonial invasion, but before this invasion, 
Nigerian society was characterized by the existence of norms that were used in running the affairs of the 
country. In the recent times, however all the prohibitions that aided the maintenance of high moral and 
disciplined society has been neglected and abandoned due to the influence of the western culture mainly 
brought about by the colonial invasion. This has given rise to the different shades of immoral act in the 
society. There is the need for moral reorientation for Nigerian citizens to curb the decline in parental 
authority and domestic values, poverty and collapse of discipline in our Nigerian schools. 
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Introduction

The low quality of education or value education seem to affect everything we do and this is also a major 
cause of institutional weakness. The high level indiscipline among public officers, religious leaders, 
family heads teacher and members of the society seem to suggest that moral issues are only to be 
discussed but not to be practiced because almost everywhere and in almost all works in life, Nigeria 
exhibit unhealthy attitude, lack of commitment to a viable moral   base and the consequent lack of 
moral integrity. In fact, many of the educated Nigerians with various degrees become so interested and 
involved in corruption, embezzlement of fund, greed, selfishness, cheating injustice kidnapping, armed 
robbery, ritual killing for money making, bombing, examination malpractice, rigging of election,
stealing, lack of respect for constituted authorities, vandalism drug abuse, human trafficking, terrorism, 
cultism, sexual assault disregard to the rule of law and a host of others. All these are actions that neglect 
good conduct that leads to a good life and these are some of the evidences of moral decadence in the 
Nigerian society. 
The Nigerian society right from time since the colonial invasion and conquest to the present day has 
been experiencing progressive degeneration of morality and so the traditional Nigerian societies which 
guaranteed honest and maximum security of lives and properly in those days to this time have dwindled 
and given way to a situation of suspicious and distrust. So, this contemporary Nigerian society in 
riddled with family disorientations, divorce, marital infidelity, child abuse, high cost of living which 
have led to the escalation of other crimes stated above. 

These vices have become the order of the day in Nigeria hence Ugwu (2007) opines that the Nigerian 
society is in a state of moral, social, political, economy, legal and educational decay. This continuous 
display of immoral behavior in the society today is a clear indication of the high level of moral 
decadence or moral degradation of the society.

To this level, it means that the issues or moral decadence in the Nigerian societies needs an urgent 
attention. It is on this ground that it becomes necessary to examine ways of how moral decadence can 
be curbed to suite our contemporary Nigerian society through moral education.
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Kinds of moral decadence in contemporary Nigerian society

The contemporary Nigerian society has been plagued by several immoral behaviours which are 
considered unacceptable to the society, a few of them are bribery and corruption examination 
malpractice, cultism and robbery among others.

Bribery and Corruption 

Corruption usually starts from the home where children are born and brought up. This could be when 
the husband gives money to his wife to prepare food in the house, but the wife deduct some amount 
to the first son and first daughter before using the rest. 

This chain of mistrust and cheating become habitual thereby turning into an action among family 
members whereby there is great difficulty in the family to handle monetary issues. Then the children 
from there grow and extended it to their peers.  

Bribery and corruption later found their way extended to the school premises where we can now see 
some courses difficult for some students to pass their examination. So, students most at times opt out 
to pay huge amount of money to supervisors in JAMB Examination or WAEC Examination so that 
they can gain admission into the university.

Bribery and corruption can also be seen on the highways, when travelling; where policemen are found 
extorting money at police check point from drivers, sometimes where a driver refuses, it can cost his 
life with a shot of bullet. The fact that security agents extort money from drivers does not mean that 
they are poorly paid, but they should be well paid with salaries and allowances very promptly and this 
will make them perform optionally and shun bribes. 

Armed Robbery 

Armed robbery could be defined as one which involves stealing during which force and violence or 
threat of violence is employed. It is a social problem that continued to undermine the progress of the 
Nigerian society since the end of the Civil War in 1970. In response to this hazardous condition, the 
Nigerian military government of General Yakubu Gowon promulgated a degree in 1970 and then 
sentenced armed robbers on firing squared and since from then, the battle started launching different 

all aimed at reducing the activities of armed robber.

Inspite all these measures, the activities armed robbers have been on the increase armed robbery is a 
prevailing social phenomenon that negatively affect the lives of members and social functioning of 
members of the Nigerian society. One of the enormous effects of armed robbers in Nigeria is that of 
insecurity of lives and property, sometimes innocent citizens are killed, maimed to suffer while people 
live long savings and sweat are lost within seconds of an eye.

As a result of the prevalence of the activities of armed robbers, people are always in a state of perpetual 
fear and attacks, so consequently this made companies to stay away and increase unemployment 
because of the inability to pay worker salaries.

Cultism 

Cultism is a system of religious belief and practice or an ideology. According to Omkpe (1988) secret 
cult is a group of members who share common and propagate peculiar secret beliefs.  In addition, 
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initiation procedures are involved likewise such as swearing by deity, human blood and other 
procedures.

From history it was introduced in university of Ibadan during the time of Wole Soyinka and that was 
the pirate confraternity and right from then others emanated and led to ritualism and voodooism. 
Because of being a member, people fear them, other groups of cult groups are Sea Dogs, Black Axe, 
Vikings, Amazon, White Angels, Black Brassieres, Buccaneers and the confraternity.

Cultism leads to outbreak of violence on campuses with generated feeling of fear and social insecurity 
amongst students and lecturers. So proper upbringing of children and wards by parents and guardians 
is highly recommended, to at least reduced cultism in schools.

Examination Malpractice 

According to history, examination malpractice came into existence long ago.  since 1914, when there 
were leakages of question papers in senior Cambridge Examinations and then boiled down to WAEC 
Examinations, in the year 1963, 1967, 1970, 1973, 1974, 1979, 1981, 1985 and the 1986 and 1990. This 
shows that the problem of examination malpractices has lasted long in the country.

The central factor responsible for examination malpractice in the country is the high level moral 
decadence in the Nigerian societies hence according to Nsibe in Ojerinde (2004). The country is 
bedeviled with social and economic ills such as cultism, embezzlement, social injustice, corruption and 
has developed into national violators, scam, artist etc. This has also made both students, parents, 
teachers and others to be involved in examination malpractice because of the want of good grades. 
Society moral degeneration is a universal phenomenon which is negatively affecting any societies 
including Nigeria. The Nigerian societies with specific reference to families, schools and public life is 
experiencing moral crisis, leading to a general lack of indiscipline, violence, vandalism, corruption and 
high crimes etc. 

Factors Responsible for Moral Decadence

Society

Moral degeneration is a universal phenomenon which is negatively affecting many societies, including 
Nigeria. The Nigerian society, with specific reference to family, school and public life is experiencing 
serious moral crises. The media is constantly reporting cases of moral breakdowns which are evident 
in social ills such as a general lack of discipline, violence, promiscuity, vandalism, corruption, high 
crime waves and the likes. Not a few seems to be wondering about the causes of this moral decay, and 
its negative effects on the Nigerian society. Here are some of the varied causes of moral degeneration 
in the Nigerian society.

Decline in Parental Authority and Domestic Values

The family is universally acknowledged as the fundamental and indispensable cell of all human 
societies. The family may be regarded as the cradle of civil society, and it is in great measure within the 
circle of family life that the destiny of the state is fostered. The larger society, the nation, derives its 
moral tone fundamentally from that of the family. Hence, the strategic importance of domestic life in 
the moral life of the nation cannot be over looked. However, in recent times, the family and its 
traditional influence and values are under serious stress in Nigeria.

According to Iwe (1987), the paterfamilias, the head of the family, is steadily losing ground and 
influence. His headship or authority is no longer unquestionable. The loyalty of his wife end the piety 
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of his children are not easily taken for granted and assured nowadays. In many homes, many fathers 
have ceased to lead by exemplary lives. Some have become over-indulging and permissive towards their 
children, to whom they have issued tickets of indiscipline. Others have passively succumbed to the 
unedifying prodding and claims of their spouses. Today the weak, irresponsible and indiscipline 
paterfamilias have become a domestic liability of serious social concern. The materfamilias or house 
wives are traditionally and normally the corner-stone of domestic stability, the symbol of domestic 
loyalty, and patient serenity, the inspirer of domestic thrift and economy, industry and peace. Today 
in our midst, the opposite is fast becoming the case. These have created serious moral lapse m most 
families, thereby creating a state of moral decay in the society.

Influence of Science and Technology

The world has witnessed a giant leap in science and technology. Science and technology have
contributed a lot towards making lives better and worth living, however, the rise «'n science and 
technology has negatively influenced human morality, especially in Nigeria. Despite other positive uses 
of internets in areas of research and communication, negative and immoral practices are also learnt 
from the internet. For example, many pornographic sites abound in the internet. A lot of Nigerian 
youths patronize these sites which glorify sex and sexual activities. Like the internet, increased access 
to electronic gadgets like televisions, compact discs, digital video discs and mobile phones, have also 
contributed to the cause of immoral behaviours among Nigerians today. Through these media, most 
Nigerians have learnt and embraced cultism, drug abuse, prostitution and violence. When people begin 
to practice what they learnt from the internet and those electronic gadgets, moral decay becomes the 
order of the day as we are witnessing in Nigeria today.

Media Influence

Media influence is used here to refer to both electronic and prints including information dissemination 
intermediaries. The influence of media just like technology has greatly and negatively impacted on the 
Nigerian moral standards. The electronic media for instance through the channels of Cable Networks, 
foreign movies, Hollywood home videos, has consistently debased sex and sexual activities, promoted 
cultism, rituals, kidnapping and other vices through their programmes. Music, other video chips and 
even some product adverts, have so much glorified sex, nudity and rascality and made it look like all-
comers affairs. The effects and consequences are equal to moral degeneration in the society today.

The print media on the other hand, has flooded our nation with pornographic materials like 
photographs and other graphic arts designed to stimulate sexual activities. Such sexually explicit 
materials are sexually arousing to both adults and adolescents. Slum materials are usually watched or 
read in the secret by the youths and thereby learning and exhibiting decayed moral behaviours on daily 
basis. Smith (2007) stated that;

Teenagers are exposed to sexual materials on TV, in movies, magazines and other 
modem pornographic devices. Most sexual behavior on television takes place between 
unmarried adults and ignores the potential negative consequences of sexual intercourse. 
Thus exposure to sexual contents on media apparatus can lead to more permissive 
attitudes.

The media promote not only product, but moods and in a sense what is and is not important. This has 
really eroded the social morality the society is expected to exhibit and in turn enhanced more pre-
marital and other negative sexual behaviors in the society.
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Materialism

There is a tremendous negative change in the Nigerian economic spheres. Certainly, today the texture 
of the average Nigerian economic life is excessively materialistic. In the present dispensation, the only 
convincing logic that is significant and universally accepted to every Nigerian from North to South,
East to West is that of excessive material acquisitions and consumerism. The mentality of making 
money and becoming somebody (the richest man) through corrupt means of acquisition of money and 
material wealth has invaded and permeated every aspect of Nigerians' moral life. Agha (2019) viewed
Materialism as the acquisition of material wealth at the expense of others. He noted that it has been 
treated as an enemy by the church and the mora lists.

This singular factor explains the daily frantic race of the jobless in the town, the shouting of the double 
faced traders in their deceitful attempts .to cheat their customers, the mounting of makeshift toll-gates 
by legitimate and illegitimate law enforcement agents, the attempts to steal votes from the electorates 
to seize political posts, the daily scouting for contracts by ghost contractors, the siphoning of public 
funds by those in power, the eager expectations of office clerks for a tip before they carry a file from 
one table to the other, and many more forms of immorality in our public and private lives in the 
society. The nation is embroiled with an excessive materialistic ideology that portends doom to our 
collective morality. The destructive acquisitive instinct of the western capitalism has colonized the 
Nigerian mind such that the dominant philosophy is to acquire money by all means.

Poverty

There is a high rate of poverty in the society owing to lack of social justice, as a result, people tend to 
indulge in immoral activities, just to make the ends meet. Tutu (1999) asserted that people become 
poor due to oppression and injustice brought about by unjust social structures. Stott (1984) postulated 
that the poor are deprived of the opportunity of having access to food, clothing and shelter. He 
maintained that the poor constitute a group of powerless people who are socially and politically 
oppressed. O' Donovan (2000) said that poverty is responsible for the high rate of crime in the urban 
cities. Poverty is one of the major causes of stealing, prostitution, drug addiction, armed robbery, 
militancy, kidnapping and crisis in the society. As a result of poverty, some young girls have taken to 
prostitution as a means of livelihood. The after-effects of prostitution have resulted to some young 
girls contracting AIDS and other venereal diseases while others have met their premature deaths owing 
to abortion. This accounts for the rapid spread of A1DS and other sexually transmitted diseases in the 
society.

The collapse of discipline in our schools

Discipline implies self-control, willingness to learn and function in an acceptable order of life style. 
Indiscipline in schools manifest in the following forms, lateness to school, teacher absenteeism, poor 
environmental sanitation and dirty class rooms, shabby dressed teachers, disrespect for school heads, 
poor pupil- teacher relationship and lack of professional commitment to duty.

Impact of moral decadence

The state of moral decay in Nigeria has some negative impact on the country, families and individual. 

Loss of integrity among international community

This is one of the major effects of moral decadence or moral degeneration in Nigeria. The involvement 
of Nigerian leaders in corruption is even the worst and other immoral acts has dented the image of 
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Nigerian in national communities. The indentation has gone far into their blood system and because 
of this they are like mad dogs and criminal, cautiously approach like dangerous snakes and avoided like 
lepers.

Socio- Economic Problems 

The moral degeneration in the Nigerian society has undesirable effects on families, schools, politics and 
the economy. According Louis (2009), the implication of the moral decay includes collapse of families, 
community life, collapse of culture of learning and teaching in schools, negative attitudes of the new 
generation in thinking, dishonesty, lack of integrity, lack of self discipline, crime, violence and 
corruption. 

There is high level of moral decadence in Nigerian society hence various effects made so far in curbing 
this problem seem to have yielded little dividends, moral education is essential for bringing up morally 
sound children, moral education ensures that people know what is good, desire, what is good and do 
what is good. This attitude should be instilled in young children while passing from the primary school 
to the university level. Through moral education, students can cultivate good habits, doing good at the 
right time and avoiding the wrong no matter what the situation is thereby ensuring a morally sound 
upright society.

Recommendations 

i. The family is the first church where moral religious and cultural values is inculcated into lives of 
children and so parents, upright elders of community should make all possible means to teach their 
children and to encourage them on the importance of virtuous living.

ii. In our schools, moral education should be introduced at all levels of education and should be 
consciously taught and practice.

iii. Outside schools, religious leaders should be in forefront of repairing the damages already done and 
educating our people on how to live a decent moral life. 

iv. Schools should make sure that moral education efforts are extended beyond cognitive domain and 
should go beyond knowing what is good to doing what is right or good. 

ii. Government and other relevant agencies should monitor and regulate the type of informations on 
our print and electronic media as well as other morally debasing materials with the view of saving 
the younger generations from moral decay. 

Conclusion 

Before the colonial era, the common characteristics of the Nigerian society was the existence of norms 
that was pivotal to the running system of the society but in recent times, due to the prohibitions that 
aided the maintenance of high moral and disciplined society has been neglected and abandoned due to 
the influence of the Western culture brought about by the colonial invasion. Moral education based on 
Christianity, morality and the application of it in our societal lives is the panacea to current moral 
disorientation and abuse in our society. 
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